
This shared ambition is threatened by a growing justice gap. The Justice for All report estimates that 5.1 billion 
people deprived of justice worldwide. Justice problems are further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Restrictions on civic space linked to responses to the pandemic are threatening access to information and legal 
assistance and creating demands for greater transparency and accountability from institutions. 

People-centered justice approaches, and particularly ones rooted in the values of transparency, accountability, 
and participation, can help societies manage the institutional, social and economic fallout from the pandemic.

We must bridge the justice gap and work towards a world where governments are more responsive to their 
citizens, so that justice services help resolve people’s justice problems, address systemic inequalities, revitalize 
disadvantaged communities, and rebuild the bonds of trust with the communities they serve.  

We must commit to actions that are bold, transformative and that uplift the most marginalized and vulnerable 
across the globe. The importance and urgency for action on people-centered justice is too loud to ignore.
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Our Shared Ambition for a Just World 

The Reality Today 

We Need to Act Now 

At the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment lies a vision of a just, equitable, open and 
inclusive world in which the needs of the most vulner-
able are met. The ambition to provide justice for all is 
a key pillar of SDG16 and its promise of peaceful, just 
and inclusive societies. 

To achieve the goal of providing justice for all, we 
must:

• Place justice at the heart of sustainable 
development 

• Put people at the center of justice systems and 
• Move from justice for the few to justice for all.
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New or scaled up policies, strategies, or 
initiatives for people-centered justice

Investing in better justice data and 
evidence to maximize impact and 
support innovation

Promoting international cooperation 
on justice to support national priorities 
through technical, programmatic, and 
financial support

Opening justice systems to empower 
people to access information and resolve 
their justice problems, and strengthen 
responsiveness to citizens through mech-
anisms of accountability

Increasing justice financing or 
redistribute existing resources more 
effectively

Namati and its global network of CSOs 
will support meaningful input of commu-
nities into national resource governance 
policies

HiiL will develop and share strategies to 
scale what works for the most pressing 
justice problems

ILF will support Afghanistan in the 
implementation of a comprehensive 
legal aid system through technical and 
financial support

LegalApp, a free digital consultation 
tool, was launched in Colombia. The tool 
offers information on more than 260 
“routes of justice” to solve a particular 
conflict/problem

The Netherlands will double the number 
of people justice through their 
development cooperation

How to Register Commitments?
Open Government Partnership (OGP)
To find out how to engage in the domestic Action Plan process, you can reach out to the relevant Point of Con-
tact by finding their information here. You can also contact the OGP Support Unit here.

Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies
The Justice for All team can aid in drafting and registering commitments, highlighting acceleration actions in the 
UN’s Global Registry for the SDGs, and in sharing best practices and lessons learned on implementation. For 
more information, visit our website at: justice.sdg16.plus or contact justice@sdg16.plus

What are Commitments on Justice?
As an outcome of the Asia-Pacific Virtual Meeting on Justice for All and in order to ensure solid commitments 
on justice, organizations, partners, and participants are encouraged to commit to actions they will take to help 
ensure justice for all. Commitments or actions on justice for all can take various forms:

https://www.opengovpartnership.org/documents/point-of-contact-manual-2017/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/ogp-support-to-countries-and-locals/
https://www.justice.sdg16.plus/actions
http://justice@sdg16.plus

